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JSPCA Policies on Alternatives to Animal Experimentation

Yasuhiko Aida
Japan Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (JSPCA)

The basic principle of the Japanese Socicty for the Prevention of Cruclty to Animals is that
animal experimentation using large animal species - especially “reusc” of companion animals -
should be avoided except some of the realistic scientific researches. Properly speaking, it is not
advisable to judge right and wrong hastily with regard to such a touchy issue as alternative Lo
animal experimentation. It is necessary to discuss repeatedly with proper background knowledge.,
keeping a good balance between “science” and “ethics”. I would like to point out the problems on
the part of researchers, and also to propose some remedics for the problems.

Problems:

1. Quitc exclusive and estranged from public opinion

2. Lack of bioethics and understanding of the protection of animals

3. Slow in dealing with alternative to animal experimentation

Remedies:

1. Introduction of regulation(s) by law

2. Conduct ol cducation on the protection of animals at the sites where animal

cxperiments are carried out

3. Animal-dependent experiments should be approved only when alternative non-

animal tests arc not available
From the international point of view, the demand for the protection of animals and the
environment is growing. In fact, in advanced Western nations the above -mentioned remedies have
already been adopted one after another, but in Japan concrete mcasurcs have not yet been taken.
After all, the progress of science is not only the matter of Japan, but it should be brought about
through international efforts. Taking the opportunity of the present academic meeting. I strongly
hope that the researchers reform their notion of animal experimentation further, and promote the
understanding of the “3R” principle as soon as possible.
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JAWS Policies on Animal Experimentation

Chizuko Yamaguchi
Japan Animal Welfare Society (JAWS)

The JAWS is opposed to all experiments or procedurcs which causes pain, suffering or distress
and also is opposed to the use of animals in the testing of inessential substances, such as
cosmetics.

The Socicly supports the development of techniques that will result in the replacement, reduction
or refinement of animal experimentation, the concept of the “3Rs”. The Socicty regards as an
advance any technique which will completely replace the use of animals, reduce the numbers used
or reduce suffering.

The Society believes that the new legislation should be introduced for establishing the Animal
Procedures and Ethical Review Committee and the Licensing system to the use of animals in
cxperiment.
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Alternatives to Animal Experiments from Outside of the Society

Masaaki Ito
Japan Anti-Vivisection Association (JAVA)

Unfortunately, here in Japan, the situation is that only a very small section of the general public
even is aware of the existence of the Japanese society for Alternatives to Animal Experiments, or
knows even of the concept of alternatives to animal experimentation.
As a result of questionnaires we distributed in the past, the following points became clear
concerning general conceptions held by the Japanese public.
1. Many people are aware that experiments on animals are conducted in the medical ficld,
but do not know the details.
2. Very few people know that animal experiments are conducted in the toiletry {cosmetics
and detergent, etc.) industry.
3. Virtually nobody knows that there are methods of rescarch —alternative methods—
available that do not usc animals.
4. Many people leel that dissections they were required to perform in clementary or junior
high school biology classes were of little use and little importance.
As mentioned above, the general public's knowledge of and feeling toward animal
experimentation arc more or less one. There are a lot of pecople, including myself, who love
animals and feel desperate when lcarning if the reality of animal experiments. The search lor
alternatives, the ongoing progress, and the alternative methods already in practice have become a
beacon of hope [or us. For, although it would seem at firs that animal experiments have little to
do with our daily lives, they are, in fact , closcly linked.
Though we tend to lump all experiments together when speaking of vivisection, there are, of
course, all kind of experiments conducted cxtensively in a wide variety of areas of study. I would
like Lo focus on those on experiments done in the cosmetic industry as well as those done in the
name of education.
I also would like to introduce some of JAVA's activities that are directed at the “protection of the
rights of animals™, as well as the result of public-opinion polls conducted several times in the past
concerning animal experiments in Japan.
In the light of situation in EU, which has for the last several years been trying to switch Irom
animal experimentation to alternative methods, it would seem inevitable that Japan would also
alternative methods (methods that do not use animals) for the research and testing of cosmetics.
It is our hope that Japanesc Ministry of Public Wellare will approve results obtained using
alternative methods and will recognize immediately a least some such methods as a legal means
of producing cosmetics.
[t also our hope that if alternative methods are approved by the cosmetic industry, even if only in
part, that the movement to adopt alternative rescarch methods not using animals will spread to the
fields of medical science and pharmaceutics in the future.
This year JAVA was appointcd a member of Japanese Socicty for Alternative to Animals
Experiments. Taking advantage of this opportunity, we are planning to include the statement
“JAVA seeks the establishment of animal-free alternative methods™ in our association charter.
We are confident that the ultimate objective, “establishment of methods which will not sacrifice
animals”, held by majority of researchers attending this lecture varics little from the wishes of the
public.
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ALIVE Policies on Animal Experimentation

Fusako Nogami
All Life in a Viable Environment (ALIVE)

The consumption of large amounts of chemicals including pharmaceuticals has made our socicty
more convenient, but on the other hand, the toxicity and danger that many of these substances
pose to living things represent a growing threal to human safety. The Animal Experiment
Substitution Law should not prevent alternative safety testing laws, but it is essential to widen
their scope to encompass the flood of new chemical substances. Also, we must examine animal
experimentation from an ethical, scientific and economic standpoint, and for the sake of
preserving the environment and living things, we must make our own choices as consumers,
taxpayers and members of the electorate.
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