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This supplementary issue of AATEX covers the proceedings of two panel discussions hcld at the
I [th Annual Mectings of Japanese Society for Alternatives to Animal Expcrimentation which
took place in Tokyo, November 26-27, 1997. organized by Prof. Kazuyoshi Macjima (Keio
University). The first pancl discussion was entitled “Altcrnatives 1o Animal Expermentation as
Viewed from Asia”, chaired by Prof. Maejima and Dr. Zenichi Sato (Animal Care, Inc.) and
representatives from Korea, China and Taiwan addressed their views. The second panel discussed
on “Alternative to Animal Experimentation as Viewed from Outside the Scientific Society”,
chaired by Mr. S. Takebe (Asahi Shimbun, Editorial Writer) and four spcakers of Animal Welfare
Activist Groups presented their opinions. All these presentations were spoken in Japancse and the

summarics written in Japanese are collected and collated here with their English abstracts.
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The Present State of Animal Experimentation
and Protection of Animals in Korea

Yong-Song Lee
College of Veterinary Medicine, Seoul National University, Suwon, Korea

In Korea, with the establishment of KGLP in 1987, the researchers became more involved in
animal experimentation. However, education for the proper use of laboratory animals has not been
performed. At the beginning, animal experiments were not done on a long scale in Korea, and
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therefore, there was no movement against animal experiments.

However, the public concern over the protection of animals has recently increased, and as a
result, organizations such as the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the Rescue
Team for Animals were organized. In June this year, a 1-hour TV program on the real state of
animal experimentation was broadcasted on MBC in Korea.

The attitude of the general public in Korea to laboratory animals is basically not so different from
that of Western people. During the last few years, we have improved the education system [or the
people use of laboratory animals in order to increase the accuracy and reproducibility of animal
cxperiments, and at the same time, we have emphasized the importance of refinement of animal
cxperimentation whereby the suffering imposed on laboratory animals is alleviated. However,
information on the importance of animal experimentation is not fully sprcading among the general
public, and therefore, to date they have not been fully convinced of the rationale of sacrificing
lives of laboratory animals for the benefit of human welfare.

I think that people working in the field of laboratory animal science should endeavor to educate
the general public so that they can understand the importance of animal experimentation and the
“3R” principle. I would like to talk about the present state of the use of laboratory animals and the
movement of animal protection in Korea, and also speculate when radical movement against
animal experiments like Western countries will happen in Korea.
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Alternative to Animal Experiments in the Eyes of Chinese

Pan Tien Mei
Guandong Medical Laboratory Animal Center, Guangzhou, China

Animal Experimentation is indispensable for the development of biomedical studies. Most
Chinesc pecople think that animal-dependent biomedical research will be necessary also in the
(uturc because much more research subjects still remain to be done. Animal rights movements in
Western countries are regards as too extreme by Chinese people.

However, Chinese researchers can understand the “3R” tenct (or alternative to animal
experiments).

According to the questionnaires which have been recently sent to 102 researchers and
technologists working at 15 biomedical research institutes in Guangdong province. 98% pcople
approved the use of analgesics and anesthetics (o alleviate the fear and pain of laboratory animals;
and 85% pcople thought that some of the animal-dependent studics could be replaced by non-
animal tests such as cell culture and computer simulation.

[n China, the importance of animal experimentation has been recently more and more well
recognized. It would be necessary for Chincsc researchers and technologists to endeavor to
improve animal experimentation and to educate the general public actively so that they can
understand the importance of animal experimentation.
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Alternative to Animal Experimentation in the Eyes of
Taiwanese and Malaysians

Ooi Hong Kean
National Chung Hsing University, Taiwan

It goes without saying that the view of animals is considerably different between Asians and
Westerners. It may be probably due to the difference in the social background such as tradition,
custom and culture. In Asia, there are many countries with diverse social backgrounds. I would
like to talk about the present state of alternative to animal experimentation in Taiwan and
Malaysia .

In Taiwan, there are about two million dogs, half of which are thought to be stray dogs. Although
the issuc of stray dogs is a big social problem in Taiwan, there is a group which opposes killing of
stray dogs. However, according Lo the questionnaires sent to 73 velerinary students in Taiwan,
97% students thought that animal experimentation was necessary; 73% students approved the
“reuse” of captured stray dogs for animal experiments. The above results can be regarded as a
reflection of the view of animals cherished by the general public in Taiwan. In Taiwan, laboratory
animal facilities are not necessarily in good condition as compared with those in Japan, and it will
take some mote time for Taiwanese to “’digest” the concept of alternative Lo animal
experimentation (or the “3R” principle).

Malaysia consists of many races, and each race possesses their original language and society. The
view of animals cherished by Malaysians is rather dependent upon their religions: Malaysian
people are Islamites and not only avoid the swine. but also strongly regard dogs as filthy animals ,
and rodents as pests injurious Lo farm products. Indian and Chinese people believe in Christianity,
Hinduism, Buddhism, etc., and their views of animals are dependent upon their religions.

Allin all, in Malaysia there is no strong movement against animal experimentation at present,
and in addition, [ don't think that the public demand for altcrnative to animal experimentation will
be prominent for the time being as in Western countries.
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